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wind would blow so nicely from us to him that he would be more
than happy. And here I blundered in by urging the necessity of
isolating infected persons to check the alarming increase in the disease.
The Commons were watching me with the uneasy interest felt by the
crowd at a dangerous tight-rope performance, and before I was aware
of it I uttered the fatal word " Kilia" (leprosy). The House shud-
dered, and I was covered with shame.
I was absent from the second reading of the Minor Offences Bill.
When I came in I found my colleague, Tukuaho, rating the House in
unmeasured terms. He had not believed, he said, that the Legislative
Assembly of Tonga should so far forget its dignity as to indulge in
such a disgraceful scene. What would be said of the country if such
a scene were known abroad? What respect for Tonga could any of
the civilised nations retain if they heard of her disgrace? The
Commons sat with bowed heads.
" What has happened?" I whispered to my neighbour, the Minister
of Police.
" A disgraceful thing."
" But what?"
" When Puaka was speaking some of the Representatives of the
People coughed and shuffled their feet."
It appeared that the Speaker had had something to say before
Tukuaho took them in hand. Afterwards he said:   " I was glad you
were not there to see this shameful thing. If the miscreants had not
been so many I would have committed them all to the dark cells. I
suppose if such a thing were to happen in the British Parliament the
delinquents would go to prison?"
" I am not sure," I answered.
" But such a thing never has happened?"
" I hope not, though I have heard of it happening in the French
Parliament." I hoped that the Recording Angel was not listening.
I have already hinted at the storm we let loose when we proposed
to make fornication a civil and not a criminal offence. Before the
debate came on, a deputation of policemen, headed by a grey-headed
inspector, waited on us to implore us to reflect before committing our-
selves to an innovation that would destroy the traditions of the
" Force" and call down upon the country the wrath of Heaven. I
was prepared for opposition, but the heat of the debate surprised me,